Community and the Power of the Gospel

The Challenge to the Gospel

Acts 6:8 – 7:60

 

"And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." John 8:32 

 

As the Gospel spreads in the hearts of men and women there are hard truths that we all must face regarding what we believe about ourselves.  There is little wonder that when Stephen addressed the Sanhedrin they became infuriated with what they heard.  

 

Stephen…..

 

 He was the first chosen of the seven.  The first round draft pick.  Acts 6:5  =  a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 He was a Hellenist Jew who became a Christian.

 

 It is assumed that he was educated because of how he 

      addressed the Sanhedrin.

 

 Stephen’s ministry was one of the few, apart from the Apostles, that was marked by signs and wonders.

 

Stephen’s Message

 

Stephen addressed the beliefs that the religious and social leaders had of themselves - their rejection of God.

 

 Acts 7:1-8  The Loss of Spiritual Roots

 They had not realized that God’s glory had left them.

 7:9-36  Rejection of God’s Deliverer

 Israel rejected their Messiah when he came the first time.

 7:37-43  Disobedience

 God’s Law was given to protect Israel from the influences of the world and to enjoy the blessings of God.

 7:51-53  Resistance to the Truth

 Man’s dead traditions have replaced God’s living truth.

 

Application 

 

1.  The secret to _____________ and ______________ in sharing the Gospel is found in God.  In Christ we are able to do beyond what men can do.  

a.  We can do all things through Christ.  Philippians 4:13

b.  The key is found in abiding in Christ.  John 15:5

 

2.  The man or woman following Christ will find strength to ____________, ______________, and _____________ on and do things that seems impossible.

a.  Nothing is impossible for God.  Mark 10:27

b. Following in Christ means to obey The Word.  

      Romans 15:4

 

3.  No matter what the turmoil is that we face, in Christ a peace that is _______________ __________________ comes to those who live in obedience to God.

a.   God’s peace guards our thinking and our decisions.  Philippians 4:7

b. God’s peace keeps us as we focus on Christ.  

      Isaiah 26:3

c. Keeping Christ in the lead on our life is key.  

      Psalms 16:8

 

 

 

