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Acts 9:31

 

If you have trusted Christ as your Savior and Lord, you have been given a spiritual capacity to serve God.

God has given each of us in Christ the enablement to:

  _________________  ______________________

  ________________  ____________  ______________

  Roll up our sleeves, get our hands dirty, and _______________  ______________  ____________

  ______________.

God expects us to use our gifts an dabilities to serve him.

The early church was experienceing a time of peace and rest.  The question is;  was the church growing because of the peace or why else?

There are 2 indicators in the last part of verse 31 that gives us insight into what was happening and how the church was growing.

….. And walking in the fear of the Lord ….. Acts 9:31b

They did life __________ ______________ __________ God, they lived in the fear of the Lord.

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgements of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  Psalms 19:9

  It cleanses our heart of sin.

 It is an incorruptable principle.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments.  His praise endures forever.  Psalms 111:10

 Provides the foundation for truth in our life.

 The first and principle point of wisdom.

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.  Psalms 147:11

 Brings with it God's assistance and protection.

….. in the _____________ ___________ ______________ ____________ ___________, they were multiplied.  Acts 9:31c

 

They lived in the encouragement of the Holy Spirit.

And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever.  John 14:16

 The Holy Spirit is our helper who lives within us.

 

The Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.  John 14:17

 The Holy Spirit is truth and leads us to all truth.

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses.  For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groaning which cannot be uttered.  Romans 8:26

 

 The Holy Spirit is our helper.

 

 The Holy Spirit is our intercessor.

The church, the people that make up the church were built up, increased and strengthened.

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.  Romans 14:19

Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.  Romans 15:2

Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge.  Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  1 Corinthinas 8:1

