Notes from Sunday, August 29, 2010

Hope and a Future

Jeremiah 29: 11-13  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

 

Hope:

Romans 4:18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, 

 

Hebrews 6:11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure.

 

Hebrews 6:19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,

 


Where is hope Stored:
1Peter 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

Psalm 130:5   I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.

Psalm 42:11 Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.

1 Timothy I Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,

 

False hope: 

Job 8:13-15 Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope of the godless.  What he trusts in is fragile what he relies on is a spider's web.  He leans on his web, but it gives way; he clings to it, but it does not hold. 

 

Future:

Hebrews 11:10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

2Corintians 5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.

John 14:2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. :3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. :4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”

 

Romans 8:24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?

Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

 

Closing and Prayer:

1Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, :4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you,
 

 

There was a woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal illness and was given 3 months to live.  As she began getting her things in order, she called her pastor to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes.  She told him which songs she wanted sung at the service, what scriptures she wanted read, and what dress she wanted to be buried in.  She also requested to be buried with her favorite Bible in her left hand.  Everything was in order but one final request that was very important to her.  Pastor, just one more thing," she said.  I want to be buried holding a fork in my right hand.  The pastor gazed at the woman, at a loss for words.  The woman explained. You see,  in all my years of attending church socials and potluck dinners, I loved that when the dishes were being cleared after the main course, someone would inevitably say, "Keep your Fork".  It was my favorite part because I knew that something better was coming, something wonderful, to end a great meal.  The woman continued, I want people to see me there in the casket with a fork in my hand and I want them to wonder. "What's with the fork?" At the funeral, everyone that walked by the woman's casket saw her wearing a beautiful dress with her favorite Bible held in her left hand and a fork held in her right hand.  Over and over the pastor heard people ask the question, "Why is she holding a fork?" During his message, the pastor told the people about the conversation that he had with the woman shortly before she died.  He explained the fork and how it symbolized to her something better to come. So the next time we reach for our fork let it remind us, that the best is yet to come...
 

 

 

