IV. Flee from rather than fight against the counterfeits! (vv 5-7)

V. 
You must believe that victory over your passions is possible (v 8)

VI. Whenever in doubt leave it out (vv 9-14)

Ephesians 5:1-14 (ESV)
 1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 3But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 4Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.[a] 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7Therefore do not be partners with them. 

 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and find out what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: 
   "Wake up, O sleeper, 
      rise from the dead, 
   and Christ will shine on you." 
The Worthy Life
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An Exposition of Ephesians 4-6
Staying Pure in an X-Rated World
Ephesians 5:1-14
(This is the 5th in a series of messages entitled The Worthy Life)

Twenty years ago the title of this sermon would have been different. Exchange the ‘X-Rated’ for ‘R-Rated’ and one would have the same effect. Today an ‘R-Rated’ movie shocks few if any (even though the content and the language has become increasingly lascivious since 20 years ago).
It hasn’t always been this way. What was considered immoral and indecent back then is now considered acceptable today. What once astonished us now amuses us. What made us blush now makes us bored. With the advent of the internet what can be viewed and now what even can be solicited has pushed the boundaries to new lows. Unfortunately the church hasn’t gone unscathed in all of this. In a Christianity Today article a few years ago the difference between what people outside of the church view and engage in was only marginally worse than those in the church. (They came up with this by surveying five churches in different parts of the country). 
Partly because our society seems so obsessed with sex, it sometimes seems that the only message the church has is NO, BAD, DON’T. This is in spite of the fact that it is God who created us with our passions and desires. So what role can God play over our deepest passions? Why wouldn’t He allow for the free but responsible exercise (of them) because aren’t our desires there to be fulfilled, experienced and enjoyed? Let’s see why having a grip on this area is so central to experiencing the Worthy Life.
Idea: An abundance of moral purity demonstrates how very radical is God’s extravagant love to transform even our deepest and most powerful passions.
I. God’s extravagant love is both the reason and resource for my moral purity (vv 1-2)

II. Casual love counterfeits God’s extravagant love (vv 3-4a)

· Sexual immorality = any sexual sin

· Impurity = not having any kind of moral standard

· Greed = self-indulgence, a quest for something that doesn’t belong to you

· Obscenity = obscene speech

· Foolish talk = crude speech

· Coarse joking = off color talk that reveals immoral wit

III. Thankfulness to God for His extravagant love provides an anti-septic environment (v 4b)
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