Living Under the Influence of the Holy Spirit (5:18b-21)

A. The filling of the Spirit is a question of influence, control or power

B. The filling of the Spirit is a continuous, on-going experience

C. The filling of the Spirit is a work of God but man stays in contact and cooperates
D. The filling of the Spirit is in evidence in a yielded life (vv 19-21)

1. To God: Intelligent and passionate celebration
2. In our Heart: contentment
3. To Others: Mutual submission
Summary:     Dependence + Continuous Contact + Evidence = A SPIRIT FILLED LIFE 

Ephesians 5:15-21 (ESV)

 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
The Worthy Life
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(Art by K. Boyd and her 4-6 grade students at River Life Church)
An Exposition of Ephesians 4-6
LUI – Living Under the Influence
Ephesians 5:15-21
(This is the 6th in a series of messages entitled The Worthy Life)

In one of his radio broadcasts, David Mains asked this penetrating question - “If you had to grade your congregation on their knowledge of the Holy Spirit, what grade would you give them?” 
For most of us the scorecard would look like this - 

God the Father–We know about him.

God the Son–We know him even better.

But the Holy Spirit? That’s another story. He’s the God we hardly know. 

So what grade would you give yourself in terms of your personal knowledge of the Holy Spirit?

Theologians often divide the work of the Trinity this way: 

God the Father is the Source of all things.

God the Son is the Channel of all things.

God the Spirit is the Agent of all things. 

As the Source, all things flow from the Father’s will. As the Channel, all of God’s blessing flow to us through Jesus Christ the Son. But it is the Holy Spirit who acts as the Agent of the Almighty, who actually carries out the directives. 
Idea: The Holy Spirit has been commissioned by the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, to take charge of our lives on a moment by moment basis. When the Holy Spirit has the controlling interest in my life then His influence will result in worship, gratitude and submission.

Living Under the Influence of a Foolish Spirit (5:15-18a)

A. A fool makes a habit of wrong choices because he doesn’t understand what are God’s purposes for mankind
B. With no spiritual compass, these choices lead to a series of missed opportunities
C. Their highest goal becomes the passing of time while avoiding pain and boredom
D. People become desperate and hide behind a “chemical curtain”

Summary: Wrong Choices + Missed Opportunities + Dependence Upon Unwholesome Influences = A FOOLISH LIFE 
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